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Our New Executive Director!
From An NCSF News Release

he National Coalition for Sexual Free-
dom (NCSF) has named Eden Sarfaty as
Executive Director. Sarfaty, a Washing-

ton, DC attorney, is an expert in the area of
legislative and administrative law, with expe-
rience in the management of national associ-
ations, lobbying at all levels of state and fed-
eral government, and criminal defense. He
will take the helm from Leigha Fleming, act-
ing Executive Director, on July 1st, 2003.

NCSF thanks Judy Guerin and Richard
Cunningham for their generous gift to fund
the salary of NCSF’s new executive director
for the following six months. With this dona-
tion Guerin, former Executive Director for
NCSF (1999-2002), continues to demonstrate
her long-standing commitment to NCSF and
the alternative sexuality communities.

“As Executive Director, I look forward to
supporting NCSF’s grassroots mission of ad-
vocacy for the SM-leather-fetish, swing and
polyamory communities,” Sarfaty said. “Our
challenges will be to encourage the energy
and focus the resources of our communities
to dispel myths, help get reliable and useful
information to people who need or want it,
and to foster an atmosphere of tolerance and
respect that Americans of all kinds so rightly
value.”

“Eden is a proven leader and manager with
experience in running national organiza-
tions,” stated Vivienne Kramer, Chairperson
of NCSF. “These are qualities that NCSF
needs at this period in our growth. The
Board of Directors’ Search Committee con-
ducted an objective screening process and
interviewed a diverse group of strong candi-
dates who were eager to work with NCSF. We
chose Eden because of his outstanding skills,
enthusiasm and dedication to fighting for the
sexual freedom of consenting adults.”
Kramer also thanks Guerin for her ongoing
support of NCSF: “Without Judy’s assistance,
we would not be where we are today.”

“I’m delighted that Eden Sarfaty will be com-
ing on board!” stated Leigha Fleming. “While
I’ve been pleased that I could serve as Interim
Executive Director, I’m even more pleased
that I’ll now be able to return my full attention
and focus to the development of NCSF’s con-
stituency services. We have new programs
ready for release and will be doing national
staff training in August. I’m excited about our
new programs and even more gratified that
our we’re seeing greater utilization of our Inci-
dent Response and Law Enforcement Out-
reach Programs by members of the
SM-leather-fetish, swing and polyamory com-
munities.”

NCSF Profile: Leigha Fleming
By Lou Briquant

hether you’re a swinging couple, a quiet
practitioner of SM, Gay/Lesbian couple
or single, or a member of a polyamorous

relationship, there are people in this world who
are looking out for your interests and your free-
dom to be who you are. Leigha Fleming served
as Interim Executive Director of NCSF, a volun-
teer post that is a lot of hard work with intangi-
ble but fulfilling rewards.

Ms. Fleming got involved in the NCSF over the
past few years. She tells us that she is currently
doing several related jobs within the organiza-
tion. “I most enjoy managing NCSF’s Constitu-
ency Services, which include our Incident Re-
sponse Program and our Law Enforcement Out-
reach Program. The most important qualities
for any volunteer is dependability. You have to
do what you say you’re going to do. You have to
follow through and be accountable. We have to
listen to what our constituents need from us,
and we have to have confidence and to believe
in our mission and vision.”

Fleming never planned to be an activist or
advocate. She was very involved in the

SM-leather-fetish community and, as her par-
ticipation grew, her awareness of discrimina-
tion and challenges faced by those involved
in alternative lifestyles grew as well. “I’ve al-
ways had very strong opinions regarding
governmental interference in private lives of
adults. As I saw friends lose custody of their
children, and SM groups getting hassled by
the police, I began to get angry. Anger is a
great motivator for change!”

Fleming happened to hear about the Na-
tional Coalition for Sexual Freedom (NCSF)
about five years ago, when her educational
SM group began doing outreach to the lo-
cal police. An NCSF staffer heard about the
successful meetings, and contacted her.
NCSF was just beginning its its Law En-
forcement Outreach Program (LEOP), so
she got involved at that time. She believed,
and still does, that the NCSF will make a
difference.

The struggle continues, against anti-pri-
vacy/anti-First Amendment forces that want

Greetings from
the Chair
By Vivienne Kramer, Chair, NCSF

reetings! I was quite hopeful that by
this issue of the newsletter, I would be
able to announce the new NCSF Execu-

tive Director - I am delighted to do just that.
Eden Sarfaty starts his tenure on July 1, 2003
and on behalf of the NCSF Board, Coalition
Partners and volunteers, we welcome him.

Hiring this new position would not be possi-
ble without the generosity of Judy Guerin, our
former Executive Director, and Dick
Cunningham, the previous NCSF Foundation
Board Chairman. Their ongoing commitment
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NCSF's Mission Statement
The National Coalition for Sexual Freedom is a national organization committed to creating

a political, legal, and social environment in the United States that advances equal rights of

consenting adults who practice forms of alternative sexual expression. NCSF is primarily

focused on the rights of consenting adults in the SM-leather-fetish, swing, and polyamory

communities, who often face discrimination because of their sexual expression.

Greetings from the Chair, continued

Leigha, continued
to curtail the ability of our communities to
meet, attend events, and become educated.
“We had numerous confrontations with reli-
gious extremist organizations like the Con-
cerned Women for America last year,” Leigha
said. “Their attempts to shut down our events
continue. Fortunately, we local communities
are beginning to utilize NCSF as a resource for
dealing with media inquiries and for working
with their local law enforcement.”

“Our lawsuit against the federal government
over the Communications and Decency Act
continues. The court recently refused to dis-
miss our case and so that is moving forward.
We have a dozen ”incidents" pending involving
child custody and divorce and we’re currently
involved in a criminal case involving SM."

When asked what obstacles is the NCSF able
to overcome in the near term, Leigha re-
sponded, “Like many non-profit organizations,
we’ve been hit very hard by the downturn in
the economy. We need to place NCSF on se-
cure financial footing.” As for problems up
ahead, Fleming believes, “Our greatest exter-
nal challenges in the near future come from
those groups who want to restrict the right of
consenting adults to freely assemble and learn
from one another. Another significant chal-
lenge rests in getting the word out about NCSF,
and what we do for our own communities.”

Fleming has met with groups spanning the
spectrum of consenting adults’ lifestyles.
“I’ve learned a number of things: First, I’ve
learned we have a lot in common. Swingers,
poly folks, and those in the SM-leather-fetish
communities all face the same kind of dis-
crimination."

Fleming feels that our greatest challenge is
uniting across our lifestyle lines, without en-
gaging in fragmentation that could weaken or
even destroy the advances now being made.
Working together can help ensure safety and
freedom for everyone.

Volunteer spotlight: John Sokol
Interview by Vivienne Kramer

ohn’s involvement with NCSF started
about four or five years ago. “I was in-
vited to a demonstration in North

Carolina. Scott Parker gave it and I was very
interested. After the demo, I was introduced
to Scott and one of the first things he asked
me was ‘when did you leave the force?’ This
took me aback, as I had left law enforcement
in December 1989. We talked a while and he
asked me if I would be interested in giving
similar seminars. He made sure I knew it
would be a presentation of love, as NCSF was
a non-profit group. I agreed, and attended a
training seminar that summer in Chicago.”
John now gives regular presentations for
NCSF’s Law Enforcement Outreach Program.

I asked John to tell me about his most mem-
orable presentation. “I would have to say it
was at the North Alabama Fetish Ball on
March 22, 2003. It was the first time I had to
give a presentation using a microphone, and
that was awkward. I did not seem to get the
hang of how to handle the mike. I was literally
on a stage used for evening performances.
However, this was a daytime event and on
the stage was a vendor. Also around the
room were vendors, and people were having
their lunch at bar tables throughout the
room. I am used to speaking to an audience
that is seated and this was a very new experi-
ence. I learned how to work an audience that

is spread out, and I loved being “on the card”
with people such as Laura Antoniou and Dr.
John Warren.”

His words of wisdom for those wishing to
support NCSF: “It does not hurt to give. With-
out the support of those in this world that we
love, this world will start to shrink and our
events will no longer be as open or as much
fun. Please, give to NCSF - this is your choice
of adult fun. It is up to you to let the next gen-
eration enjoy what you do today!” Well said,
John, I couldn’t agree with you more.

In the spirit of really learning more about
John, I quizzed him about some of his “favor-
ites.” ”My favorite color would probably be
jade green. It is a soothing color. It is regal
with out being pretentious. My favorite food?
I don’t know enough about it because I can-
not usually afford to sample all kinds; but it
would have to be sushi. Take me to a sushi
bar with an unlimited tab. I would be in
heaven. My favorite dessert would be Ger-
man Chocolate Cake.”

And finally, for those fellow cat lovers out
there (I am not one of them) John has a do-
mestic short hair named Oz, solid black with
yellow eyes. According to his daughter, Oz
was born on Halloween and allegedly part of
a witch’s coven. Spooky.

Thanks John, for all your hard work, contin-
ued effort and passion. NCSF applauds you.

to this organization is evidenced by their
agreement to fund our ED slot for the next six
months. Their commitment to the fight for
sexual freedom is to be commended and I per-
sonally owe them a huge debt of gratitude.

In other news, the Coalition Partners voted
on the last call (June 5, 2003) on the addition of
four new CPs: the Exiles in San Francisco, Tulsa
Dungeon Society, Tulsa, Oklahoma, This Thing
We Do, (T3WD) Columbia, South Carolina, and
InKink, Indianapolis, Indiana. A hearty wel-
come to each group and their representatives!

These last few months have been very busy
with numerous activities: a poster session at
Leather Leadership Conference 7, educating
attendees at IML, revamping our presenta-
tion materials to be inclusive of our swing
and poly communities and bringing on a
number of new folks to help out on all fronts
including Tammie Nelson as volunteer coor-
dinator and Sue from Club Adventure as our

new swing spokesperson. We will be holding
two training sessions in August to update our
speakers on the new material and roll out a
few additional programs.

In closing I would like to specifically men-
tion Leigha Fleming, our Interim Executive
Director. Without her perseverance and un-

relenting dedication to this organization, we
would not have survived these last nine
months. Saying thank you is just not enough.
There is a special place in the world for vol-
unteers of her caliber and NCSF is incredibly
lucky to have her.

Happy summer everyone!
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